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Vice President of the World Bank for Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean, Axel van Trotsenburg, is 
calling on all stakeholders involved in the 
restoration of the Princess Juliana International 
Airport (SXM) to step up the pace and have the 
airport reconstruction works completed sooner 
rather than later.

The visiting World Bank o!cial has gone a step 
further by advising PJIAE management to work 
“triple shifts” if necessary, to ensure work is being 
carried out around the clock and also to ensure 
that personnel involved in that work are not 
being overworked.

The strong words of advice came on the opening 
day of a working visit to PJIAE last Thursday, at the 
invitation of PJIAE CEO, Mr. Brian Mingo. Also 
taking part in the airport visit, was the Honor-
able, Minister of TEATT, Mr. Stuart Johnson, the 
Managing Board of the Princess Juliana Interna-
tional Airport, Members of the National Recovery 
Program Bureau, the representative of St. 
Maarten to the Steering Committee of the World 
Bank Trust Fund, the Director of the St. Maarten 
Tourist Bureau and members of the Kingdom 
a"airs (BZK).

Mr. Brian Mingo said Mr. Trotsenburg’s comments 
were heard loud and clear and fell perfectly in 
line with his own views and conviction and also 
that of his Managing Board. He said he has been 
pressing himself, from January this year, for the 
next phase of the airport restoration program to 
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Visiting World Bank O!cials during the walk-through of the SXM Airport facilities along with Stuart Johnson, Hon. 
Minister of TEATT (CENTERED LEFT), and Brian Mingo, CEO of SXM Airport (CENTERED RIGHT).

get under way once #nancing can be secured.
“We both recognize that the full return of PJIAE is 
very important to the economy of the island, not 
only in terms of airlift, but also as an indicator to 
the many investors waiting in the wings, that the 
island is fully recovered and fully operational once 
again,” said Mr. Mingo.

The Airport Chief said recent news that Dutch 
carrier KLM will be reinstating direct scheduled 
$ights from Schiphol Airport to PJIAE, adds 
further weight to Mr. Trotenburg’s comments on 
the need to speed up the next phase of the 
restoration process, which is expected to begin in 
Q3, 2019.

“I am very happy to be hosting the visit of Mr. 
Trotsenburg and to get the opportunity to show 
him what we have done so far and how we intend 
to proceed in the coming weeks and months. I 
also recognize that he has not held back on his 
public comments about the need to step up the 
pace and get things moving,” said Mr. Mingo.

Mr. Mingo is also encouraged that even before his 
arrival at PJIAE, Mr. Trotsenburg has commented 
in the media about improvements in the 
restoration of the island generally since his last 
visit, providing him with encouragement that 
things are on the right track.

Mr. Mingo says the critical need to get the airport 
back up and running because of its role as the 
heartbeat of the economy is as clear as the need 
for the $100 million loan being provided by the 
World Bank and European Investment Bank (EIB) 
for the second phase, or Package 2, of the 
restoration program.

... continues on page 3
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Safety, Security, And Optimizing Our Experi-
ence.

Our company is closely knitted to our airport 
partners, stakeholders, communities and Govern-
ment of St. Maarten to reliably ful!ll our core 
business at the Princess Juliana International 
Airport – SXM.

In the past two years, the Princess Juliana 
International Airport – SXM have experienced 
signi!cant changes, due to the untimely 
hurricanes in September 2017. Our temporary 
operations have developed rapidly and so has our 
demand for commercial aviation services, thus 
we are !nalizing our Winter Flight schedules to 
better serve you.

To support this growth and to improve customer 
service, SXM Airport embarked on a redevelop-
ment program to speed up the reconstruction 
process. In an invited visit by the Schiphol Airport 
Project team, we have attained the necessary 
guidance to ensure that the scope of the planning 
and the design will be launched at the end of 
June 2019. As previously reported, our strategic 
partnership with the Royal Schiphol Group will 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Brian Mingo, CEO PJIAE

serve to focus primarily on the reconstruction of 
the terminal building. Meanwhile, I’m occupied 
with the !nalizing of the bidding process to get 
underway in July 2019. The approximate length 
of the full reconstruction project is eighteen (18) 
months.

Our plan of approach for safe and secured 
working conditions, include the provision for a 
new Rescue and Fire!ghting building and a 
newly renovated cargo facilities. This will also 
include adequate o"ce spaces for other internal 
departments and airline o"ces, which are still 
being a#ected as a result of the culture shock 
brought forth by the 2017 natural disaster.

As the Chief Executive O"cer, CEO, I’m focused on 
the threats that the Atlantic Hurricane season 
may pose. The Atlantic Hurricane season began in 
June and will run through November 2019. Our 
dedicated team have successfully updated our 
Hurricane Preparedness Manual for the “Package 
One” temporary operations in the terminal 
building. Furthermore, we are in the process of 
securing the necessary capital towards the 
Hurricane Readiness project., valued at over $5 
million.

One of the objectives is to ensure that we obtain 
our Aerodrome Certi!cation, whereby we intend 
to meet our regulatory safety requirements. The 
certi!cation is critical to the aerodrome’s opera-
tion, as it guarantees the aerodrome conforms 
and complies to regulatory and safety standards 
for the facilities, equipment and operational 
procedures. We are prepared to be audited by the 
St. Maarten Civil Aviation Authority with the 
assistance by the Dutch Civil Aviation Authority 
during the course of this period.

Our short-term journey to the reopening in 2020 
is much closer than you can imagine, but we will 
not get there without your continued cooperation 

and dialogue. Another important step in the 
process, is to complete our Master Plan. We are 
prepared to incorporate input from our 
stakeholders and the community for a Master 
Plan that supports the sustainable growth of the 
Princess Juliana International Airport and 
commercial aviation services.

I would like to thank the concession team of ILTT 
for uplifting both the Arrival and Departure halls 
with its' fantastic and professionally branded 
DUTY FREE stores. The retail concession features a 
great product presentation with lighting that will 
draw consumers inside to shop. Given the circum-
stances of the "Package One" Temporary Opera-
tions, I applaud the investment made to help 
maximize the passenger experience and I am 
con!dent that it will translate to a strong increase 
in sales.
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The CEO, Mr. Mingo, says meantime, he will continue to 
look for ways to speed up the process to ensure the 
newly reconstructed airport is unveiled in 2020, with 
the introduction of triple shifts if that is what it will 
take.

“Based only on the amazing work the Management 
Board has done immediately after Hurricane Irma and 
up to the present time I am con!dent we will be able to 
deliver a fully functional PJIAE within the target date of 
2020, especially with the support of top o"cials like 
Mr. Trotsenburg who remain in our corner and continue 
to provide the kind of encouragement that he gives,” 
said Mr. Mingo.

... continued from page 1

(L-R ) Emile van der Weerd, Executive Consultant of CEO SXM Airport, Claret Connor, Head of the National Recovery 
Program Bureau, Michel Hyman, COO of SXM Airport, Brian Mingo, CEO of SXM Airport, Marcel Gumbs, Representa-
tive of the Steering Committee of the World Bank and Rob Norman, Project Manager of SXM Airport at the 
walk-through tour of the airport.

MEET THE MEMBERS OF THE SUPERVISORY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SXM AIRPORT

Myra York-Lynch, Secretary

Michel Hodge, Chairman Cleavland Beresford, Vice Chairman

Merrill Temmer, Board Member
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SPECTACULAR LANDINGS:
ANGUILLA AIR SERVICES
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CARRIBEAN ACTIVATION
CARIBBEAN AIRLINES HOSTS

CARIBBEAN IDENTITY
Caribbean Airlines announced its partnership 
with the St. Maarten Carnival Development 
Foundation, as the o!cial airline sponsor for the 
50th anniversary of St. Maarten Carnival on April 
24, 2019.

The airline showcased it’s Caribbean identity 
campaign as the 50th celebration of carnival. The 
alliance with the St. Marten Carnival Develop-
ment Foundation is integral to the airlines thrust 
to encourage intra-Caribbean travel. As the 
o!cial airline sponsor, Caribbean Airlines rolled 
out it’s “Welcome to Carnival,” event where 
incoming passengers receive the festive greetings 

L-R: Alston Laurence, President of St. Maarten Carnival Development Foundation, Paula Gordon, Vice-President of 
St. Maarten Carnival Foundation, Stuart Johnson, Hon.  Minister of TEATT, May-Lin Chung, Director St. Maarten Tourist 
Bureau, June Douglas, Supervisor Caribbean Airlines, William Bell, of the St. Maarten Tourist Bureau, and Michel Hyman, 
COO of SXM Airport

Representatives of Halley Aviation Services (HAS) and the Caribbean Airlines promo ladies

at the Princess Juliana International Airport, St 
Maarten.
Commenting on the partnership, Caribbean 
Airlines Chief Executive O!cer, Garvin Medera 
stated: “We are very excited to take “the Caribbe-

an Identity” campaign to St Maarten, having had 
successful roll-outs in several of our Caribbean 
destinations. As this was being the 50th Anniver-
sary of the St. Maarten Carnival Development 
Foundation it was also a remarkable milestone 
and Caribbean Airlines is delighted to headline 
this celebration. We were happy to share “the 
Caribbean Identity” with arriving guests on April 
24, 2019 at the Princess Juliana International 
Airport”

Caribbean Airlines currently services St Maarten 
via Trinidad and Kingston, Jamaica every 
Wednesday and Saturday. All Caribbean Airlines 
"ights into and out of St Maarten, o#er seamless 
connections to other services throughout the 
Caribbean Airlines network.
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DID YOU KNOW OUR SXM AIRPORT WEBSITE FEATURES LIVE FLIGHT INFO?

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
CARIBAVIA

CONFERENCE

SAVE THE DATES
June 11 - June 13, 2019

www.caribavia.com

HURRICANE SURVIVAL QUICK TIPS 101
During the Hurricane Season, preparedness is 
the key to safety. To ensure your readiness here 
are  few tips that will be useful.

• Build an emergency kit.

• Make a family communications plan.

• Know the  routes you will need to evacuate 
your home. 

• Locate your local emergency shelters.

• Closely watch  / listen to the weather reports. 

• Put fuel in all vehicles. 

• Withdraw some cash from the bank. 

• Secure your property. Remove debris and trim 
trees that may pose a threat to your surround-
ing areas.

The Atlantic Hurricane Season officially starts 
on June 1st and ends November 30th, 2019.

visit: www.sxmairport.comvisit: www.sxmairport.com

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
FCCA PAMAC

SUMMIT

SAVE THE DATES
June 12 - 15, 2019

www.f-cca.com
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 “Win a trip with InterCaribbean for Carnival 50,” 
was the promotion launched for a chance to win a 

INTERCARIBBEAN
ANNOUNCES 50TH

CARNIVAL RAFFLE
WINNERS

round trip ticket with InterCaribbean Airlines.
The ra!e was o"cially released during the 50th 
carnival celebrations in St. Maarten and later 
announced at three International shows during 
the April 2019 celebrations. Station Coordinator, 

(L-R) Joanna DeWindt, Station Coordinator & 
Luis Manuel Morfa, Winner

(L-R) Joanna DeWindt, Station Coordinator & 
Curtis Richardson, Winner

(L-R) Alexis Lake, Winner & Joanna DeWindt, 
Station Coordinator

Joanna DeWindt told the SXM Airport Horizon 
that the promotion required the participants to 
visit the food and beverage booths at the Festival 
Village to sign up for a chance to win big.

Intercaribbean is now cert#ed to operate the Embraer ERJ145 Jet aircraft. Schedules and new destinations to be announced shortly.
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SXM AIRPORT EMPLOYEES  JOB ANNIVERSARIESSXM AIRPORT EMPLOYEES  JOB ANNIVERSARIES

New concession update:  The International Liquors & Tobacco Trading, ILTT, Duty Free Store located in the Departure Hall
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New concession update:  The International Liquors & Tobacco Trading, ILTT, Duty Free Store located in the Arrival Hall


