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L to R: PJIAE N.V. CEO, Brian Mingo, Director of the Project Management Unit, Mirto Breell, Hon. Minister of VSA, Omar Ottley, Project Manager of Ballast
Nedam International Projects B.V., Mr. Baris Haboglu, at the walkthrough tour of the Airport Terminal Reconstruction Project.
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Acting Minister of TEATT, Omar 
Ottley visited Princess Juliana Inter-
national Airport (PJIAE) for an 
impromptu tour around the termi-
nal building. The tour was hosted 
by the Management Board of PJIAE 
N.V., Project Director, Mirto Breell 
and the team of Ballast Nedam 
International Projects. The Minister 
was pleasantly surprised by the 
progress of the Airport Terminal 
Reconstruction Project.

CEO Brian Mingo of Princess Juliana 
International Airport: “Today I’m 
very happy and honored to 
welcome the Minister. It is of major 
importance that we work together 
as a team. Together we will be able 
to rebuild the airport of the future. 

ACTING MINISTER OF TEATT OTTELY IMPRESSED BY PROGRESS OF AIRPORT

TERMINAL RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

7KH�QHZ�WHUPLQDO�ZLOO�EH�EHQHȴFLDO�
for the whole island of Sint 
Maarten. With the design of the 
new icon, we want to create an 
DLUSRUW� WKDW�ZLOO� EH�PRUH� HɝFLHQW��
be able to handle future growth 
with ease and a terminal which will 
give our travellers the facilities they 
love”. 

Honorable Acting Minister of 
TEATT, Omar Ottely reacts: “St. 
Maarten needs the airport comple-
tion, as it is our railroad to resilien-
cy. Today, I can truly say that I see 
the light at the end of the tunnel. 
Besides the building and its prog-
ress, I am most proud of the faces 
that I see on the site. Over 40 legal 
citizens are working on this project 

which equates to over 40 families 
being assisted locally”.
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Hon. Minister of VSA, Omar Ottley

As of August 1st 2022, the intention 
is to make the Electronic Health 
Authorization Services (EHAS) more 
convenient by allowing vaccinated 
persons to receive an immediate 
SUH�DSSURYDO��RQFH�WKH�IRUP�LV�ȴOOHG�
out in it’s entirety.

The entry requirements will not 
change for the country, but by 
allowing an automated immediate 
response, many cancellations can 
be avoided. It is important to note 
that the checks on arrival will still 
take place at the airport, and 
persons may be required to test 
locally if their documents are not 
valid.  

Despite claims that EHAS is detour-
ing tourist from visiting the coun-
try, statistics show that this is far 
from the truth. In the high season 
of 2021-2022,  Sint Maarten was at 
approximately 120% of its 2019 
pre-COVID arrival numbers and to 
date we are at 90% of the 2019 
arrivals.  

We often look at other countries 
without realizing the full measures 
being taken there. For instance, 
while Aruba may not require any 

ELECTRONIC HEALTH AUTHORIZATION SERVICE,
EHAS, TO GIVE AN IMMEDIATE AUTOMATED

PRE-APPROVAL FOR VACCINATED TRAVELERS
AS OF AUGUST 1ST

testing to enter the 
country,  they do 
require that an ED 
IRUP�EH�ȴOOHG�RXW�SULRU�
to traveling and they 
still have a night life 
closure time of 1 AM 
during the week.

America has eased 
their entry require-
ments, non-citizens are 
required to be vacci-
nated to enter their 
country. This shows 
that everyone is trying 
WR� ȴQG� D� EDODQFH� WKDW� ZRXOG� DOVR�
protect their population, while still 
attracting visitors.

Sint Maarten is no exception, the 
intention is for EHAS to transition 
into our Port Health Authority, 
which is mandatory for all the 
countries within the kingdom. An 
international health regulation 
(IHR) meeting was held last month 
in Aruba and is scheduled to be a 
yearly event. The IHR requires each 
country to be able to detect, asses, 
report, respond and stop 
outbreaks of infectious diseases 
before they spread internationally. 

This means that Sint Maarten must 
have a Port Health Authority at all 
points of entry,  to meet our obliga-
tions as international ports.

"I am not someone that likes to 
remove regulations and then have 
to replace them later”. said Ottley. 
The Minister is working on transi-
WLRQLQJ� WKH� (+$6� WR� D�PRUH� H΍HF-
tive  system that fosters safety 
ZLWKRXW� QHJDWLYHO\� D΍HFWLQJ� RXU�
visiting numbers. The plan is to 
allow this automated approval to 
be accessible for all visitors regard-
less of their vaccination status by 
October 15th 2022.
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Female students of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
SULPDU\�VFKRRO�DWWHQGHG�WKH�ȴUVW�Ȋ*LUOV�LQ�$YLDWLRQ�
'D\ȋ� HYHQW� RQ� 6W�� 0DDUWHQ� DW� WKH� (GHLV� *UDQG�
&DVH�$LUSRUW�RQ�)ULGD\�-XQH�����������7KH�:RPHQ�
LQ� $YLDWLRQ� ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO� �:$Ζ��VSRQVRUHG� HYHQW�
was also coordinated by the Honorable Member 
RI�3DUOLDPHQW��/XGPLOOD�'H�:HHYHU��7KH�HYHQW�KDG�
EHHQ� XQGHU� GLVFXVVLRQ� VLQFH� ODVW� \HDUȇV� DYLDWLRQ�
FRQIHUHQFH��Ȋ&DULEDYLDȋ��ZKHQ�VHYHUDO�FRQIHUHQFH�
DWWHQGHHV��LQFOXGLQJ�:$Ζ�'LUHFWRU�RI�&RPPXQLFD�
WLRQV�� .HOO\� 0XUSK\�� PHW� ZLWK� WKH� 0HPEHU� RI�
Parliament when she held the role as the Minister 
RI�7RXULVP��(FRQRPLF�$΍DLUV��7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�DQG�
7HOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

$�WRWDO�RI�HOHYHQ������VWDWLRQV��ZHUH�RQ�H[KLELW�IRU�
WKH�JLUOV��VXFK�DV�WKH��WDON�OLNH�D�SLORW���LQWURGXFLQJ�
WKH�SKRQHWLF�DOSKDEHW���PDUVKDOLQJ�DLUFUDIW��OHDUQ�
LQJ�DERXW�DLU� WUDɝF�FRQWUROOHUV�DQG�DHURG\QDP�
LFV��$W�KDQG�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�IHPDOH�&RUSRUDWH�$YLD�
WLRQ�3LOR�W�.ULVWLQD�7HUYR��ZKR�GHPRQVWUDWHG�KRZ�
to read a sectional chart.

$V� D� SDUW� RI� WKH� H[KLELWLRQ� ZDV� KRVWHG� DW� WKH�
$LUSRUWȇV� +HOL5LYLHUD� KDQJDU�� DV� DQ� DGGHG� WUHDW��
WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�D�SDLU�RI�8�6��
0DULQH�&RUSV�09����2VSUH\V�ORDGLQJ�WURRSV�RQ�D�
training mission.

 THE FIRST GIRLS IN
AVIATION ON ST. MAARTEN

6XGHQWV�RI�WKH�'U��0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ�-U��6FKRRO�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�ȴUVW�*LUOV�ΖQ�
$YLDWLRQ�'D\

�5��2UJDQL]HU�+RQ��0HPEHU�RI�3DUOLDPHQW��/XGPLOOD�GH�:HHYHU�
with a student of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. school 
�3KRWR�E\�$OYLQ�3UHVFRG�3KRWRJUDSK\�

�/��5��$LU�7UDɝF�&RQWUROOHU��6RSKLD�5LVPD\��6HQLRU�%XVLQHVV�'HYHORSPHQW�
2ɝFHU��-RYDQND�'H�5DQGDPLH��&RUSRUDWH�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�6SHFLDOLVW��$XGUH\�
6W��/XFH�-DFN��DQG�$LU�7UDɝF�&RQWUROOHU��&DVVLG\�:DONHU��/RFDO�:RPHQ�LQ�
$YLDWLRQ�RI�6;0�$LUSRUW�

6RPH�PHPEHUV�RI�:RPHQ�LQ�$YLDWLRQ�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�DQG�VWXGHQWV�RI�WKH�'U��
0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ�-U��VFKRRO�RI�6W��0DDUWHQ
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Three (3) employees of Ballast 
Nedam International Projects 
(BNIP) have recently been  awarded 
with a Health and Safety incentive 
award. The award is part of the 
Ballast Nedam International Proj-
HFW��%1Ζ3��SURJUDP��%1Ζ3�NLFNHG�R΍�
the project on June 1, 2022, with an 
inaugural ceremony at Princess 
Juliana International Airport. The 
goal of the program is to maintain 
and improve a healthy and safe 
working environment on the 
Ballast Nedam Construction site on 
the airport for all.
Mirto Breell, Project Director of 
Princess Juliana International 
Airport: “Safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. This is the core of 
the Airports’ Safety Management 
System which also applies to this 
reconstruction project. We applaud 

BALLAST NEDAM INTERNATIONAL PROJECT EMPLOYEES RECEIVED FIRST SAFE
WORKER OF THE MONTH AWARD

this initiative by our contractor and 
look forward to this and more inno-
vations as we continue to enhance 
the corporate social responsibility 
of PJIAE and I’m very happy that 
BNIP shares our vision on health 
and safety”.

Baris Haboglu from Ballast Nedam 

International Projects: “I would like 
to thank all the employees of BNIP, 
the Project Management of PJIAE 
and Engineers team for continuous 
support and dedication on safety. 
This can only be achieved because 
all of us take full responsibility on 
health and safety matters”.

Group photo of the employees of Ballast Nedam International currently working on the
reconstruction project at the Princess Juliana International Airport.

L to R:  Project Manager of Ballast Nedam International Projects B.V., Mr. Baris Haboglu, employees receiving the Safe Worker Award, Director of the 
Project Management Unit, Mirto Breell, 
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It was a festive atmosphere at the 
Princess Juliana International 
Airport on Wednesday, when a 
delegation representing both the 
'XWFK�Ȃ�DQG�)UHQFK�7RXULVP�2ɝF-
es, dignitaries, as well as represen-
tatives of the Airport, were on hand 
to welcome the return of Copa 
Airlines.
  
7KH� DLUOLQH� UHVXPHG� ȵLJKWV�
between St. Maarten (SXM) and 
Panama City (PTY), nearly two years 
after the airline suspended its 
service, because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
 
Copa Airlines is currently the only 
FDUULHU� R΍HULQJ� QRQ�VWRS� VHUYLFHV�
from St Maarten to Central America 
and will operate twice a week, with 

RETURN OF COPA AIRLINES: BI-WEEKLY FLIGHTS BETWEEN PANAMA
CITY AND ST. MAARTEN

ȵLJKWV� RQ� :HGQHVGD\� DQG� )ULGD\��
using a Boeing 737 with a seat 
capacity for 160.

CEO Brian Mingo of Princess Juliana 
International Airport: “Today I’m 
very happy and honored to 
welcome Copa Airlines again to our 
airport and the island of St 
Maarten. Copa plays a vital role via 
its Central American hub and is 
increasingly important for our hub 
network in the Caribbean. It was 
also a pleasure to welcome the 
Director Chief Pilot of Copa Airlines, 
&DSWDLQ�0DUFHOR�*DOOLQR��DV�KH�ȵHZ�
RQ�WKH�ȴUVW�ȵLJKW�WR�6W��0DDUWHQ�LQ�
2010”.
  
Karen Sanne, Regional Sales Man-
ager for Copa Airlines, stated, 

“Copa Airlines is excited to start 
operations once again in St. 
Maarten and continue supporting 
the development of the region 
WKURXJK�WKH�FRQQHFWLYLW\�R΍HUHG�E\�
the Hub of the America’s in 
Panama, connecting the Caribbean 
with the rest of the continent”.
 
“With new gateways opening,  this 
gives an opportunity for destina-
tion St. Maarten to be able to target 
new areas in Panama as well as 
other surrounding regions in Cen-
tral – and South America. This is 
GHȴQLWHO\� D� SRVLWLYH� GHYHORSPHQW�
for the island of St Maarten” said 
May-ling Chun, Director of the St. 
Maarten Tourism Bureau.

�/�WR�5����&XOWXUDO�SHUIRUPHUV��&DSWDLQ�0DUFHOR�*DOOLQR�DQG�FUHZ��3-Ζ$(�&(2��%ULDQ�0LQJR��3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�7RXULVW�2ɝFH�DQG�7HUULRULDO�&RXQFLOORU��9DOHULH�
Damaseau, Minister of VSA, Omar Ottley, Copa crew, Management of Halley Aviation Services, Ariana and Priscilla Halley and St. Maarten Tourist 
Bureau Representative, Gianira Arrindell
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SPECTACULAR  LANDINGSSPECTACULAR  LANDINGS

#spectacularlandingsawaits PHOTO COURTESY: RTGH PhotographyPHOTO COURTESY: RTGH Photography#spectacularlandingsawaits

Corporate Communication Specialist:
Audrey St. Luce-Jack
Email: ajack@sxmairport.com

Managing Board Reception Desk:
T: +1  721 546 7549 | +1 721 546 7542
Skyport Building #40, Simpson Bay

Human Resources:
T: +1  721 546 7506 
     +1 721 546 7507
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